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QUOTES                                                                                    

When I began to make music, I never looked at it commercially, I looked at it as a language born in me; to live and grow in me, with me. And my desire to discover more grows more through traveling and exchange, I have seen and tasted the beauty of life through this soul language which unites the world.    ~ Kinobe   
Some of the most exquisite music coming out of Africa today... Sublime & peaceful.
                                                                                - Zina Saro-Wiwa, BBC
A radiant beauty, a blissfulness that reflects Kinobe's wide-openness and 

his quest for a universal musical language. ~ Eric Snider, creativeloafing.com  
When it comes to traditional and contemporary Ugandan music, he is not only one of the youngest flag bearers but also one of the best.- Jane Musoke-Nteyafas, UG Pulse                       
The concert was a big success! Full house, two standing O's. The guys did a fantastic job and it went off without a hitch. Jerry's choir and the orchestra were really an integral part of the concert and both did very well.

I was very, very impressed with how all of the guys interacted with the musicians and the public. Our workshops were packed and wonderful things happened that could not be explained. Just great. Daniel is so outgoing and Kinobe is so quiet, Bakka knocked everyone out... a great combination of musicianship/personalities that had the audience enthralled throughout.
Thanks so much for recommending this group. It was a magical night for all involved.  ~Gary Gackstatter, St. Louis Community College at Meramec
 This was the real deal! …Kinobe was as gracious off stage as on, no ego, no high maintenance. He was a consummate professional …and what a show! The audience was mesmerized, and dancing their collective booties off. The musicianship was the highest caliber and the band played tighter than two sizes too small pantyhose. To say the band was a hit at the Islands Folk Festival is an understatement, they ended up being the top selling CD artist for the entire Festival. 
~ Robert McCourty,Artistic Director, Cowichan Folk Guild, Islands Folk Festival

Dear Margie,  And I want to say a special thank you to you as well.  We greatly appreciated all you did to make it easy for us to connect with the band and prepare for the lunch.  Your quick replies were so helpful.  What a fabulous group you represent!  They were a delight to meet and truly wonderful to hear.  Our sincerest thanks. 
            ~ Charlene Jo Brown, Wells Scholars Program, Indiana University/

…we are huge fans. They had the joint jumping!

                           ~ Cherie and Kevin/Oke Photography, Islands Folk Festival
Kinobe and Soul Beat Africa performed one of the best shows we have seen at our venue. Engaging, entertaining, enlightening - you can't say enough about this group. They wow you with their talent, intrigue you with their storied instruments and, most importantly make you smile. How can you go wrong going to a show that makes you smile? ~ Mark Mangold, The Nightcat

…They put on a fantastic show - folks are still talking about it, and are excited for their return. We'd love to do it again.  ~ Andru Bemis, Foundry Hall, MI 

Kinobe & Soul Beat Africa represented the largest turn out to date for the September Explosion. The performance was great and the interaction with the audience proved to be not only entertaining, but educational.  The residency was indeed a success!                  ~ Dr. Sebronette Barnes, Cheney University
There is just something about Kinobe that marks him out as a musician. To watch him perform is a delight...to call him talented is an understatement ~ (Uganda Pulse)
I just wanted to take a moment to tell you how much we enjoyed working with Kinobe.  The group sounded fantastic on both African and traditional instruments and featured some pretty amazing vocal harmony.  They took the time to describe the unique instruments that they used in performance and connected well with the audience.  

Our Project Jericho youth had a fun time performing "Abataka" with Kinobe, and I appreciated Kinobe's comfort in working with youth.  We are already talking about using them in the future. We wish you the best as they continue their tour.  I'm sure audiences will continue to be impressed by the outstanding quality of Kinobe & Soul Beat Africa. Thank you!    ~Scott Dawson, Clark State Community College
That wedding gig was perhaps the most living and breathing musical performance I've ever witnessed.  I'd jump at the chance to experience that music again.  
                                          ~ John Erikson, wedding guest

I just want to tell you what a fantastic show the guys put on yesterday and how much I enjoyed working with all six of them. I look forward to the next opportunity to do so again.  Between the quality of their musicianship, their highly professional attitudes and  their genuinely affable personalities, you must be very proud to represent Kinobe and Soul Beat Africa. Best regards ~ Eric Bassey, Greenwood Coffeehouse
First I have to say that the show was amazing. Thank You

   ~ Justin Morgan, Black Student Union, Kenyon College

As elusive as the concept of African unity may be, Kinobe Herbert is doing his part to realize it. The 25-year-old singer/multi-instrumentalist from Uganda rejects the fragmentation of the continent's often tradition-bound musical landscape, and instead actively seeks to incorporate influences and instruments from throughout Africa and beyond. Uganda's Kinobe makes music that transcends national boundaries.  
                                                          ~ Eric Snider, Florida Music
First of all, Kinobe is a brilliant musician. He plays traditional African instruments superbly, and brings the music of his native Uganda to life for western audiences. Kinobe also has that rare ability to participate creatively in the music that I make with my
choirs and contribute beautifully to our performances. I am very much looking forward to working again with Kinobe when he returns. It's an unusual collaboration of choral and African musical idioms, and, as our history together has demonstrated, one that works!
                                                    ~ Denis Donnelly, Gettin’ Higher Choir 
We had a wonderful, awe inspiring concert…Kinobe and crew have been a true blessing with their loving kindness.   We have had a truly magical experience…

                                       ~Tommy George, Pasta & Provisons
Not only are they a great group of men, but amazing performers. Kinobe and Soul Beat Africa delivers sounds and rhythms that move and inspire you. Guaranteed to have the time of your life!   ~ Justin Morgan, Black Student Union, Kenyon College

 Kinobe’'s Soul Language is an unassuming album, one that slowly wins you over with its restrained grooves and effortless virtuosity. - All Music Guide

Kinobe mesmerized the audience with incredible music and a beautiful spirit that touched our hearts. ~John Tosco, Tosco Music Party
Everywhere they go, magic happens!  Salem MacKnee, host family, NC 
Margie, we sent the band off this morning with food and love.  I must say that this was a powerful spiritually enriching encounter that will not soon be forgotten.  Daniel shared a wonderful story around the dinner table last night, complete with singing and then shared some of his passions about "Archiving Little Voices" and bringing his daughter here to the US for education.  Kinobe gifted my wife with a collection of CD's, one in particular that he thought might be appropriate for her Yoga and Meditation teachings.  Anyhow, we have been truly blessed by this experience.  Ivan circled us up this morning before they left and shared the most beautiful blessing that touched the deepest recesses of my heart.  I can't say enough about the genuine love and calm peace that these gentlemen are sharing.  Thank you for your commitment to bringing acts like this to the world and we would certainly welcome them with open hearts and refrigerator.
                          ~Tommy George Pasta & Provisions
Their music is world music ~ bringing people together. It is obvious that these guys are having the time of their lives traveling the world sharing their sound…an audience favorite, deserving of the long ovation they received. ~ Monty Chandler, Charlotte Music Examiner, Tosco Music Party CPCC Halton Theatre
All the host families loved the guys and the music was great. It was fun to watch the audience as they started to play. People would start to smile, then break out in big grins, then heads would start to bob...feet would tap... and bodies would move.  They got a big reaction after each number, complete with whoops and hollers. 
They were definitely a hit! ~ R.Rocka, Astoria Theatre, OR
We all enjoyed a wonderful show with Kinobe and the band last night!

What beautiful, charismatic & talented men. There was a huge audience too!
Beth Dixon, Middlebury Festival on the Green

Kinobe was a pleasure to communicate with. He personified the phrase "grace under pressure".  He was a gentleman, a showman and at the same time very patient. People were clinging together to hide from the Friday evening rain as Kinobe was performing. Bakka involved everyone in the crowd (even little kids). The park was equally impressive. To top it off, he and the band had a great performance at the local club - The Bluebird. ~ Boyan Boiadjiev, Lotus Festival
They are an absolutely wonderful band and drew one of the biggest crowds that I have seen at Lotus.  ~Brent Lengacher
Their music really is miraculous. ~ J. Erikson, Vallant Vineyard Winery Concert
"His performances were excellent as usual. His amazing spirit just exudes

warmth. And his music is such a profound balance of groove and beauty. 
I love it! "    ~ Dmitri Vietze, rockpaperscissors
Our day with Kinobe and the band was too wonderful for words.  They have made such an impact on our community, my staff and my family!  Please send them our way again some day, if possible.  Thanks so much! ~Karen Quinn, Director, Corbit-Calloway Memorial Library, 115 High Street, Odessa, DE  19730  
I just wanted to let you know how it went. Kinobe was fantastic and  everyone loved the whole band. Thanks for making it happen!

                        ~Tracy Jenkins, Lula Lounge / Lula Music and Arts Centre

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Lee, Congratulations on another wonderful Lotus Festival!  It was magical as always, and the lovely weather made it perfect.

On behalf of the Wells Scholars Program and the Hutton Honors College at Indiana University, I write to say thank you for an inspired and inspiring choice for the undergraduate Lotus lunch on Friday.  Kinobe and the Soul Beat Africa band members were gracious, generous, and spirit-lifting guests.  The students were grateful that all seven came to lunch because that meant there was a band member, or two, with students at each table.   They all got a fast start on getting to know each other and that laid a great foundation for the larger group discussion when each band member spoke about his love of music and connection to the band and Kinobe provided a wonderful account of his own experience with and engagement of the world and world music, as well as the development of the band.  The students were thrilled when he showed them several of his instruments and played enough for them to understand how extraordinarily talented he is and why they would love to be at Lotus to hear the band perform on stage.  I do believe everyone left glad to have had the time together and eager to hear more music.  

We know many IU residences were encouraging students to go to the showcases and other Lotus concerts, and the Wells program had a group of 26 at the Friday showcase.  We all had an exhilarating time, moved by the music and encouraged by the community spirit.  

The HHC’s extracurricular programming theme for 2010-11 is “Making the World a Better Place,” a riff on Mr. Hutton’s call to action:  “Let’s make the world a better place.”  The things that Kinobe and other band members said at lunch about their music and their work with children, especially through UNICEF, as well as the music they played this weekend, made clear that they were doing their part, and we want to say thank you to you for doing the same.

Sincerely, Charlene Brown

Associate Director, Wells Scholars Program, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN
Fantastic audience response. Very high energy level. It was a delight to have them here.                    
                                                                 ~Martin  Nadell, Collomore Concert Series

The program at Fairview went VERY well.  I believe it is the best live performance we have EVER had at this school. Kinobe & Soul Beat Africa are amazing. 
                                                                                           ~Patti Garrott, Fairview


This was an AWESOME concert! So joyful and exciting, exactly what music should be! Thank you for putting this together and making this experience available! ~Agnes/VCC

I just wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed the concert on Sunday evening. It was a magical night. Not only did the students experience real African music, more importantly they were having such fun doing it and there was obviously a real connection made between them and the artists! I am sure it will be a night they will remember for many years. Thank you for your efforts in bringing this to our students! ~Beth/VCC
Bravissimi!!!!  What a wonderful evening of music-making! I thoroughly enjoyed it and felt lifted by the beautiful music and the sweet spirit in the room. You and the VCC deserve high praise for a concert worthy of any concert stage or PBS Special. Thank you for your hard work and commitment. With gratitude and warmest regards. ~Greg

An enjoyable concert!  A lovely intercultural experience…Congratulations.

                                                                                              ~ Adolphus Hailstork


I have to chime in on this because I was absolutely blown away,I did not want it to end, 
I could have listened to the children with Kinobe all night. The peacefulness that Kinobe brings to the stage is powerful, almost therapeutic, thank you for making this happen.

I invited Sammie Logan to the concert, Emily's school music teacher, and he emailed me the next day to tell me how impressed he was and how engaged the children seemed with Kinobe.  ~Chris Hilovsky
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Kinobe and Soul Beat Africa weekend was just amazing. It's like a dream - I haven’t quite taken it all in yet. Packed houses and joyous energy in the halls both nights! I'm sure the songs are going over and over in your heads! Kinobe and our children blew everyone away.

I am so thankful to you all. Bringing together children from different parts of the community is very challenging and labor-intensive, but so worth it. The project seemed a PERFECT fit with VCC and other children from our community working and singing together. I feel we have done some incredible grass-roots outreach . 

I am truly grateful for your talents, whether musical, financial or logistical. All the planning and hours of hard work, with the spirit of inter-cooperation, made our rehearsals and concerts successful beyond our wildest dreams. The cultural and musical sharing with those wonderful five Ugandan men has changed the lives of so many children and their families. Now when our children hear the words "Africa" or "Uganda", they will have this touchstone of what we all shared together - precious memories of warmth and love and singing and drumming with Bakka, Richard, Ivan and Jimmy - all inspired and led by Kinobe, a true world-class artist. This experience is ours forever.

Gratefully, ~Carol Thomas Downing, Director, Virginia Children’s Chorus
Blessings.  Thanks for bringing Kinobe here to our community.  
It was truly a beautiful, life changing experience! ~Veronica Wrubel, VCC
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